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BEFORE THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
Familiarisation moments

 parents can spend several hours or half a day in the classroom

 Home visits if they experience difficulties to go to the classroom

 Visit to childcare centre of the child that is soon starting in preschool







VISITING A NEW 
TODDLER IN CHILDCARE



PARENTS

Parents need safety, security and connection in their own way. Trust in the teacher, open arms that 
welcome you, a teacher who asks questions about the child, shows interest, wants to get to know 
parents and child: first day of school: everything is new!

 Parents prepare first day of school with child: clothes, school bag, talk with family, choice 

of school

 Importance of getting to know the school, teacher, class beforehand

 Importance of being seen as mother/father of ….

 Time for asking questions

 What do I find important in the first place? That my child is seen, eats, plays with other children, is 

cared for, likes to go to school.

 A crying toddler… how does mom or dad go back home? What do I send as a message?



TODDLERS REQUEST PROXIMITY AND CLARITY
Where am I?

Who is all this? I'm afraid.

Where's my mom!!!!!!????

Is there someone to give me a hand when I have to go down those stairs?

I can't open my school bag

Apparently I have to do something but I didn't understand it so I just follow along, but now that lady is suddenly angry or something, and I don't 

know why.

I have to do pipi but I don't know where...

I'm tired

I don't want to sit on that chair, I want to play 

What are they doing here? I don't get it… I'm hungry NOW and she tells me to wait

I'm thirsty. Don't they see that? I always do that to mom and she knows what that means.



SOME INITIATIVES…



WONDERWEG: MONTHLY ACTIVISTIES FOR NEW 
AND FUTURE STARTING TODDLERS IN SCHOOL

IN COLLABORATION WITH HOPON VZW  
(EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT)/ CIRCUS ZONDER  
HANDEN /…





EACH MORNING WALK-
IN FROM 8U30



READ OUT IN HOME 

LANGUAGES



TOGETHER 
ON TRIP / 
WEEKLY 
WALK



FIRST DAY AT SCHOOL, FIRST 
WALK, WITH MY MUM!



INFORMATION FOR PARENTS ABOUT THEIR 

CHILDREN

First schooldays

Photo’s and mail / facebookpage wonderwoudvierwindenschool /

…

Accessibility before and after school

(First) organised conversation with parents (‘parent-teacher 

meeting’): with the help of a multilingual viewing guide – take time to

talk with each other in reciprocal dynamic






